
Lesson Plan 2 – Introduction to Arranging and Composition 
Lesson Plan #2/3 

Date of Lesson: November 25th, 2013 
 

Objectives 
Students will demonstrate their ability to: 

• Identify characteristics of ABA form 
• Create pre-composition maps to organize their thoughts 
• Create unique composition titles 

 
Activities/Strategies 
 Creating 

• Students will create their own pre-compositions maps using a worksheet for 
guidance 

• Students will create their own titles and explain their inspiration 
 
Assessments 

• Teacher will assess pre-composition map worksheets after completion.   
 
Materials 

• Slide-show presented via overhead projector 
• Musical example presented aurally on main instrument and visually via document camera 
• Pencil 
• Pre-composition map worksheet 
• Assignment for final project 

 
Class Groupings 

• Full group 
• Individual 

 
Description and Analysis 
 This lesson focused on helping students understand how to brainstorm when writing 
music.  This is called “pre-composition mapping.”  At the beginning of the lesson, I detailed to 
students that many authors often use a story form map to show the parts of their stories 
(beginning, middle, and end).  I correlated this to the rise and fall of tension in books.  Next, I 
compared this story form map to a diagram of musical form.  Because students are familiar with 
ABA form, I chose to set the parameter for the final project to be a piece in ABA form.  I related 
ABA form to a chicken sandwich in which the bread is the returning A section and the B section 
is the meat of the piece.   

Next, I explained that once a composer knows the form that he or she will use, it is 
helpful to plan what each section will sound like.  I explained three types of pre-composition 
maps that are helpful for brainstorming: 

1. A Verbal description 
a. Some students work best by writing out their thoughts in prose, thus I 

showed an example through a chart 
2. A Visual map: line illustration 



a. Some students can quickly and easily see the differences in section 
material, style, and contour through two different lines, one representing 
the A section and the other representing the B section. 

3. Another visual map: picture illustration 
a. Some students need something more abstract, such as pictures, to show the 

differences in section material, style, and character of the two sections. 
Finally, I explained how sometimes titles can either help people understand more about our 
compositions or even guide us in the writing of our compositions.  I explained the inspiration and 
character between three of my own compositions.  Next, I explained that titles are important in 
all types of music by giving a few examples of well-known compositions from various styles 
(classical, jazz, and movie music). 

After explaining the different types of pre-composition maps and the importance of titles, 
I presented my own example, “Doodles in the Horse Stall.”  Using my main instrument, clarinet, 
I modeled it aurally for them.  As I showed the score on the document camera/projector, I 
explained how I used pre-composition maps to come up with the design of the piece.  Next, I 
explained how I created the title by combining the title of my book song, “Doodle All Day” with 
the character of my original melody.  This helped the students to connect the process to 
something they could easily replicate. 

During the last portion of class, I passed out the final project instructions and a worksheet 
on pre-composition maps.  I allowed the students to have time to work on their pre-composition 
worksheets for the rest of class.  This was a great chance to see and hear the creative process 
taking place live. 

While I like the format of this lesson, I feel that there were moments in which I was 
speaking too much and they were playing too little.  In the final lesson, I will find ways to have 
the students play more.  For example, I could have students model the examples I present.  Also, 
I will ask any students finished with their work to perform for the class so we can analyze their 
work. 


