
Lesson Plan 1 – Introduction to Arranging and Composition 
Lesson Plan #1/3 

Date of Lesson: November 22nd, 2013 
 

Objectives 
Students will demonstrate their ability to: 

• Write a short melody based on given compositional parameters 
• Use clean, legible notation when writing music by hand 

 
Activities/Strategies 
 Assessing 

• Students will assess melodic contour by listening to and visualizing analyzing 
musical examples 

• Students will assess melodies by singing, fingering through, and analyzing the 
examples 

• Students will examine their errors in reasoning to arrive at new conclusions 
 Creating 

• Students will create their own 4-6 measure melodies based on a set of given 
parameters 

 Performing 
• Students will play their instruments to assist them in the creation process 

 
Assessments 

• Teacher will use informal assessment (questioning and answering) to assess 
student comprehension of the material presented in the course of the lesson 

• Teacher will look over students’ compositions/students work individually in order 
to offer individual guidance 

• When melody assignments are turned in, teacher will comment on and make 
written remarks on each assignment before returning the assignments back to each 
student 

• Teacher will qualitatively assess student-submitted melodies based on the 
following parameters: 

o Composition: 
§ Melodic contour = the distance between the highest and lowest 

note; use of an arc shaped melody rather than one that resembles a 
flat line 

§ Starting note = must be either “DO,” “MI,” or “SOL” in Concert 
Bb Major 

§ Final note = must be “DO” in Concert Bb major 
§ Rhythmic variety 

o Notation: 
§ Does the melody include the appropriate key signature for the 

student’s instrument (in concert Bb major)? 
§ Does the student include the correct clef? 
§ Does the student include an appropriate time signature for the 

composition? 



§ Is the melody cleanly notated with appropriate stem directions? 
• “d” or “p” stems instead of “q” or “b” 

§ Do the measures contain the correct number of beats per measure? 
 
Materials 

• Musical examples presented visually via the document camera and the projector (see 
link) 

• The same musical examples presented aurally by the teacher on a secondary instrument 
• Pencil 
• Melody writing worksheet 
• Students’ musical instruments 

 
Class Groupings 

• Full group 
• Individual 

 
 
Description and Analysis 
 In this lesson, I gave a quick overview of what the final project would look like.  Then, I 
described how (for the purposes of this composition project) there are three factors that form 
great melodies.  These parameters are as follows: 

1. Melodies start on “DO,” “MI,” or “SOL” 
a. Note: the beginning band uses a temporary fixed “DO” of Concert Bb.  This is a 

pre-existing classroom routine that solves many issues of instrument transposition 
2. Melodies should end on “DO” 

a. This gives the B section (or in other words, the students’ original melody) a sense 
of finality 

3. Melodies should have an arc shape  
a. Ie: a large distance between the highest and lowest notes 

 
Using one of my secondary instruments, I played three musical examples (“Feed the Birds” from 
the Broadway Musical “Mary Poppins” by Richard and Roger Sherman, “Amazing Grace” a 
traditional song attributed to John Newton, and “Call me Maybe” by Carly Rae Jepsen) for the 
students so we could apply these parameters. Students analyzed the examples according to the 
guidelines above.  Students then worked individually on their own melodies using their 
instruments to help them musically explore. 
 This lesson is the springboard for the rest of the project because it helps the students 
create the connecting material of their piece.  As I helped students with their melodies, I realized 
that I should have used more detail in the assignment directions.  For example, many students 
had the wrong number of beats per measure.  Some students wrote interesting compositions, but 
trailed on for far too long.  In future lessons, I will be more deliberate in explaining directions on 
the worksheet itself. 


